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Acute periostitis, or inflammation of the membranes investing the alveola and roots of the teeth, is an affection of frequent occurrence; and its local effects are sometimes attended with serious consequences.
The various diseases of the antrum, in the majority of cases, can be traced to this as the exciting cause ; also, spina ventosa, osteo sarcoma (usually considered a malignant disease,) necrosis, and exfoliation, in either maxilla, may nearly always claim it as a common parent. Following these, permanent deformity of the "face divine" has resulted as a sequence.
Causes.?Destruction of the dental pulp may act as an exciting cause, whether resulting from simple exposure to variations of temperature ; acrid secretions of the mouth ; compression of the pulp, from lodgment of foreign bodies in the cavity of decay, as portions of food, or the insertion of a plug; and, lastly, the exhibition of a corrosive agent, at the hands of a dentist. This, however, is a rare excitant, when the treatment is properly conducted. The destruction of the pulp, not followed by its removal, and plugging the dental canal, but merely filling the cavity of decay, is, in the majority of cases, soon followed by the appearance of this affection. 
